From: Petty, Kenneth (FHWA) <Kenneth.Petty@dot.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, February 7, 2023 11:31 AM
Subject: ANNOUNCEMENT/INFORMATION: Available Resources for the 2020 Census Urban Areas

TO THE ATTENTION OF DIVISION AND FEDERAL LANDS HIGHWAY PLANNING STAFF:

The purpose of the email is to announce the availability of important resources from the U.S. Census
Bureau, Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), and Federal Transit Administration (FTA) for the 2020
Census urban areas:

U.S. Census Bureau FHWA FTA
e Federal Register notice e Estimated Schedule of e FAQs (Updated
from December 29, 2022 Activities (Updated November 2022)
announcing the qualifying February 2023)
2020 urban areas e Digital Map for the 2020
e FAQs (Updated February Urban Areas Over 50,000
e Frequently Asked 2023) in Population
Questions (FAQs)
(Updated December e Digital Maps and e Sortable Spreadsheet for
2022) Geographic Shapefiles for the 2020 Urban Areas
the 2020 Urban Areas Over 50,000 in Population
e Sortable Spreadsheets (Refer to the “MPO & Air
(refer to the "List of 2020 Quality” Tab)
Census Urban Areas")
e TIGER/Line Geographic
Shapefiles

Please be aware that the Census Bureau’s Federal Register notice from December 29, 2022 initiates the
timeline for several key planning activities, including:
e Designating new Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPQOs),
e Reuvisiting intra-State distribution formulas for FHWA'’s metropolitan planning funds,
e Reviewing metropolitan planning area boundaries for any necessary modifications,
e Adjusting the boundaries of urban areas with populations of 5,000 or more (as necessary), and
e Evaluating potential highway functional classification changes for the Census-defined urban
area boundaries (or the FHWA-approved urban area boundaries if adjustments are made).

In addition, FHWA and FTA will use the Census Bureau’s 2020 urban areas to designate Transportation
Management Areas (TMAs) in a forthcoming Federal Register notice (estimated publication in
Spring/Summer 2023).

Please share this information with your transportation planning partners and refer to FHWA’s FAQs for
answers to commonly asked questions about Census urban area designation, requirements for new and
existing MPOs and TMAs, and other related programs. In the interim, please contact the following
subject matter experts if you have questions or comments regarding the 2020 Census urban areas, the
updated FAQs, or the estimated schedule of activities:
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e Transportation Planning Requirements — Corbin Davis at Corbin.Davis@dot.gov or Matt Smoker
at Matt.Smoker@dot.gov,

e Transportation Planning Resources — Steve Call at Steven.Call@dot.gov,

e Urban Area Boundaries and Geographic Information Systems (GIS) — Supin Yoder at
Supin.Yoder@dot.gov, or

e Urban Area Boundaries and Census Transportation Planning Products (CTPP) — Joe Hausman at
Joseph.Hausman@dot.gov.

Kenneth N. Petty, II

U.S. DOT/Federal Highway Administration
Director, Office of Planning

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE Room E72-330
Washington, DC 20590

Email: kenneth.petty@dot.gov

Ph: 202.366.6654

Cell: 202.527.4528

Fax: 202.493.2198

Be sure to check out the various resources and reference documents found on the
Transportation Planning Capacity Building Program, Travel Model Improvement Program,
and HEPGIS websites.
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